
 


    


    

    
        
            
                Refill 
My Rx
            

            
                Call 
Us
            

            
                Find 
 Us
            

            
                Pay 
 Bill
            

            
                 Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm
Sat: 9am-2pm
Sun: 10am-1pm

            

            
                 Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm
Sat: 9am-2pm
Sun: 10am-1pm

            

        

        
        
            [image: Zephyr Pharmacy Logo]
        
        

        
        
            [image: Zephyr Pharmacy Logo]
        
        

        
         
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

        

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         
                 
            
            
                Toggle Navigation
                
            
            
        

    


    
    
        
            	My Pharmacy
                                	About Us
	Services
	Sign Up Today!
	New Patient
	Transfer Prescriptions
	New Prescriptions


                            
	Patient Resources
                                	Recent Health News
	Pill Identifier
	Drug Search


                            
	Contact
                                	Contact
	Location / Hours
	Help


                            

Refill My Rx
                Call Us
                Find Us
                Pay Bill
            

        

    




    
    
        
            Patient Resources

            	Home
	Patient Resources
	Health News


        

    

    

    

        
    
        
            
                Get Healthy!


                 

                    
                        
                        
                            
                        
                    


                                        
                        Health News
                        Videos
                    


                
    
            

        
    
    
     
                
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
                            
                                [bookmark: article] 
                                [image: America Has a Huge -- and Very Costly -- Drug Habit]
                                
                                    	 Robert Preidt
	Posted August 20, 2019


                                    America Has a Huge -- and Very Costly -- Drug Habit

                                    
If you don't think Americans have a problem with illicit drugs, a new study shows that nearly $150 billion was spent on marijuana, cocaine, heroin and methamphetamine in 2016.


"To better understand changes in drug use outcomes and the effects of policies, policymakers need to know what is happening in markets for these substances," said study author Greg Midgette. He's an assistant professor at University of Maryland and an adjunct policy researcher at RAND Corp., a nonprofit research organization that funded the study.


From 2006 to 2016, Americans' spending on the four drugs varied between $120 billion and $145 billion a year. In comparison, Americans spent an estimated $158 billion on alcohol in 2017, according to another analysis.


Most of that spending was by a small percentage of people who use drugs every or nearly every day, according to the researchers.


Spending on both illegal and state-licensed marijuana rose about 50% between 2006 and 2016, from $34 billion to $52 billion. From 2010 to 2016, the number of people who used marijuana in the past month increased nearly 30%, from 25 million to 32 million.


Spending on marijuana is about the same as on cocaine and methamphetamine combined.


Heroin use rose about 10% a year between 2010 and 2016, and spending on heroin is now closer to that for marijuana than for the other drugs, according to the study.


Cocaine consumption fell sharply from 2006 to 2010 and continued to fall slowly through 2015, but increased in 2016. In 2015 and 2016, 2.4 million people used cocaine on four more or days in the past month. In 2016, cocaine use increased among a stable number of users as the price per pure gram declined.


Methamphetamine use is difficult to assess due to poor data, according to the researchers.


"While there is considerable uncertainty surrounding national methamphetamine estimates, multiple indicators suggest methamphetamine use has exceeded its previous peak around 2005," said study co-author Beau Kilmer, director of the RAND Drug Policy Research Center.


"While there is much more we can do to reduce opioid use disorders and poisonings involving synthetic opioids, we cannot ignore the growing problems associated with methamphetamine use," Kilmer said in a RAND news release.


More information


The U.S. National Institute on Drug Abuse has more about commonly abused drugs.

                                    SOURCE: RAND Corp., news release, Aug. 20, 2019
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                                Health News is provided as a service to Zephyr Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Zephyr Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.
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